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2000. In 2003, she was awarded the pres-
tigious Philippe Chatrier Award, the Inter-
national Tennis Federation’s highest honor. 
That year she was also one of six inaugural 
inductees in the Court of Champions at the 
USTA National Tennis Center. 

In 1990, Life Magazine named her one of 
the 100 Most Important Americans of the 20th 
Century—the only female athlete to win the 
honor. She is a member of the International 
Tennis Hall of Fame and the National Wom-
en’s Hall of Fame. She was also named 
Woman of the Year by Time Magazine in 
1976. On April 27, 2004, King is the recipient 
of the National Woman’s Party’s Alice Award, 
in honor of her groundbreaking work on behalf 
of women in sports. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the achievements of Billie Jean 
King, a sports legend, feminist, and champion.
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Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay special tribute to one of the many great 
local officials who provide such dedicated 
service to the cities and towns all across this 
country that we are privileged to represent. 
Because our office requires that we are fre-
quently away from our constituents, I think we 
sometimes fail to fully appreciate and seldom 
still acknowledge the daily demands that our 
mayors, city councilors and selectmen en-
counter in the communities where they live 
and serve. 

For no less than 18 years, Mary Rose 
Dickhaut has met and mastered those daily 
demands as a selectman in the Town of Clin-
ton, Massachusetts. On Tuesday, May 4th, 
she will return to life as a private citizen, leav-
ing behind a sterling example of civic commit-
ment and selfless devotion to one’s home-
town. 

Mary Rose’s tenure both as a member of 
the Board of Selectmen and as Chairman is 
unsurpassed in a community widely known for 
its rich and vibrant political culture. Her public 
service is remarkable not only for its longevity 
and distinction as the town’s first and only fe-
male selectmen but for its impressive record 
of achievement as well. 

After nearly two decades, there is scarcely 
a local issue or major municipal project in the 
Town of Clinton that has not benefitted from 
the strong, steady and forceful advocacy of 
Mary Rose Dickhaut. She led the town in its 
historic battle against the Massachusetts 
Water Resources Authority to enforce a cen-
tury old agreement to provide drinking water to 
the citizens of Clinton. She championed the 
restoration of the community’s Town Hall, the 
revitalization of its downtown and the expan-
sion of its police station. Long before it was 
fashionable to do so, Mary Rose urged the 
town to invest in its rapidly deteriorating water 
and sewer infrastructure. In 1999 and 2000, 
she cochaired the town’s 150th Anniversary 
Celebration Committee which planned, among 
many other memorable events, the first Olde 
Home Days Festival in Central Park that has 

since grown to become a popular annual at-
traction for families from all over Central Mas-
sachusetts. 

Mr. Speaker, while these very public accom-
plishments have placed Mary Rose’s indelible 
handprint on the Town of Clinton, they do not 
begin to fully describe the tremendous con-
tributions and sacrifices she has made on its 
behalf. As we know, many of the good deeds 
performed by elected officials go unnoticed 
and unrecorded. For 18 years, Mary Rose has 
graciously taken the nightly phone calls at 
home, politely endured the interrupted trips to 
the grocery store and faithfully attended the 
countless committee meetings and public 
hearings. She has endeavored whenever pos-
sible to help those who sought her capable 
assistance and to better her community for fu-
ture generations to enjoy. Through it all, she 
has maintained a well-deserved reputation for 
honesty and integrity and earned the respect 
of her colleagues for her keen intellect, diligent 
work ethic and an unfailing fidelity to the 
town’s best interests. 

Mr. Speaker, the Town of Clinton, the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts and the United 
States of America owe Mary Rose Dickhaut a 
debt of gratitude for her years of dedicated 
service. Accordingly, I respectfully request that 
this esteemed body convey its heartfelt appre-
ciation to Mary Rose for her efforts and our 
best wishes for a happy, healthy and enjoy-
able retirement from public life. 

Madam Chairman, you have earned it.
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Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Rev. Dr. L.H. Mayfield, a friend, 
fellow member, and retired pastor of Hyde 
Park Community United Methodist Church in 
Cincinnati, who will receive the Wesley Foun-
dation United Methodist Campus Ministry in 
Cincinnati’s 2004 Spirit Award on May 4, 
2004. 

Although he will be recognized by the Wes-
ley Foundation for his work with young people, 
some say that Dr. Mayfield is best known for 
his attention to the needs of the poor, dis-
advantaged, and elderly. We can all agree 
that he celebrates life and has made a dif-
ference in all that he does. 

The Wesley Foundation United Methodist 
Campus Ministry in Cincinnati has been serv-
ing Cincinnati’s young adults in higher edu-
cation since 1925. The Wesley Foundation’s 
ministry is a welcoming, affirming community 
that nurtures spiritual growth and empowers 
students to explore, enrich, and practice their 
faith. 

Dr. Mayfield was a member of the Wesley 
Foundation Board of Directors for 10 years. 
He was chairperson of the board while 
pastoring the Mt. Auburn United Methodist 
Church and serving as chaplain at Christ Hos-
pital. Dr. Mayfield was instrumental in expand-
ing Wesley Foundation to a full-time campus 
ministry with a building close to the university. 

Dr. Mayfield has committed his time and en-
ergy to the Wesley Services Organization 
(WSO), a ministry that provides services to the 

elderly. WSO ministers to the elderly through 
Wesley Hall and Lincoln Crawford, both skilled 
nursing and rehabilitation facilities, and Wes-
ley Community Services, which serves seniors 
in their homes. Dr. Mayfield has been a mem-
ber of the WSO Board of Directors since 
1965; and in 1980, he helped to raise the 
funds to build a new nursing facility for Wesley 
Hall. He also led the effort to regain Lincoln 
Crawford’s financial stability. 

Dedicated to many organizations in our 
area, Dr. Mayfield has volunteered with Hos-
pice of Cincinnati, the Elizabeth Gamble Dea-
coness Home Association, the American Can-
cer Society, Cancer Family Care, and prison 
ministries. 

Dr. Mayfield has received numerous awards 
for his community service. In 1999, he was the 
recipient of the Greater Cincinnati Founda-
tion’s prestigious Jacob E. Davis Volunteer 
Leadership Award, which is presented annu-
ally to an outstanding volunteer in the commu-
nity, who then awards the money to a non-
profit organization. Dr. Mayfield designated 
WSO. 

All of us in the Greater Cincinnati area 
thank Dr. Mayfield for his service and con-
gratulate him on receiving this well-deserved 
honor.
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, 
Easter is usually a joyous time for Christians 
throughout the world. Unfortunately, that was 
not the case this year for many Montagnards 
Christians, ethnic minorities in Vietnam’s Cen-
tral Highlands. On Saturday April 10, more 
than a thousand ethnic minority Christians as-
sembled in the streets of Buon Ma Thuot to 
protest ongoing religious repression and con-
fiscation of tribal lands. 

Their peaceful protests were met with brutal 
force by the Vietnamese police, who attacked 
and arrested the protesters and sealed off the 
area to foreigners—much like the Chinese 
Tiananmen Square massacre in 1989. 

Numerous reports state that hundreds may 
be dead with many others arrested, injured, 
and or in hiding. This follows years of ongoing 
persecution and a brutal crackdown in Decem-
ber of 2001, when the government also forc-
ibly suppressed mass protests in the region, 
after which the Vietnamese government 
closed hundreds of Christian Churches. 

Religious persecution in Vietnam against 
Catholics, Christians, members of the Unified 
Buddhist Church, and members of Vietnam’s 
indigenous religious groups has been well 
documented in the State Department’s Coun-
try Reports on Human Rights and International 
Religious Freedom. 

Last year, the Commission on International 
Religious Freedom recommended Vietnam 
should be designated as a Country of Par-
ticular Concern for ‘‘systematic, egregious, 
and ongoing’’ religious freedom abuses. As if 
there was any doubt, the Easter crackdown 
confirms the fact that Vietnam should be des-
ignated as a Country of Particular Concern for 
violations in religious freedom. Protections and 
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